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“If people have to take environmental issues as their personal concerns and harmonize their efforts for our common future, the role of education becomes vital. Only education can provide the driving force for such a renewal of awareness. Education should encourage understanding of the ways that environmental problems intimately connect to our daily lives…... must also inspire the faith that each of us has both the power and the responsibility to affect positive change on a global scale.”- Daisaku Ikeda, President, Soka Gakkai International

Environment has been defined as the sum total of all conditions & influences that affect the development & life of organisms. Environment is interwoven in day-to-day life of human beings and as such man plays a great role in preserving & improving the environment for the sake of development and a better future. We consider man & environment interrelated and there is interdependence in them. From ancient time it has been illustrated that it was difficult to think man & organism as something separate from nature or environment. Rigveda is the oldest of all four Vedas. It has been stated in the Rigveda. "The dust (Dhula) of mother earth & light of father sky should remain be associated with full brightness for our welfare". According to Rigveda, there are three kinds of god - the celestial, the aerial & terrestrial i.e. land, air & water. Brihaspati is most important, means awareness of these mandals. 

The whole Brahmanda was full of peace & happiness because life and environment were closely related. So its very essential to conserve our environment. 

World educators & environmental specialists have repeatedly point out that any solution to the environmental crises will require environmental awareness & understanding to be deeply rooted in the educational system. Environmental education provides the foundation for a new order which will certainly conserve & improve the environment. The 1980 World Conservation Strategy, prepared by the international union for the conservation of nature along with UN Environment Program and the World Wildlife Fund, promoted the idea of environmental protection in the self interest of the human species. 

The world commission on environment & development was establish in Dec. 1983 & presented in 1987 a remarkable report our common future which "tried to balance the arguments conserving north/south responsibility and suggest ways forward". It concluded that "if we continue to use up natural resources as we do at present if we ignore the plight of the poor, then we can expect a decline in the quality of life". The brandtland report suggested that the concept of sustainable development should become an acceptable principle. Sustainable development was described as "development that seeks to meet the needs & aspirations of the present generation without compromising the ability to meet those of future generations ".

Sustainable development has two primary pillars; economic development and the consumptive use of the world's natural resources in way that are sustainable. We have to consume that resources are finite and part of our job as human being is to preserve the human future (World Commission on Environment and Development ) [ Pg. 46 to 47 ]

School as an agency 

The environmental education in India has a traditional base & it starts from early childhood at home and in immediate neighbourhood. During early childhood manipulative skills are developed through helping in the home and at play. Knowingly & unknowingly, one receives informal training in personal hygiene and problems of food and water contamination. A child's perception of the environment develops with inputs from formal school and other institution & partly from informal education at home. However at primary level the students should be moulded to understand the importance of environmental protection and should be exposed to the nature & environment. Following this, environmental education can be introduced as an added component of existing subjects .As NCERT has introduced topics like disaster Management, Wildlife Conservation in the secondary level, which will be very helpful in developing the positive attitude towards nature & environment among students. 

"Without the mass-involvement of young people in caring for the environment there is no hope of sustainability".

- Tickell, in Quarrie, 1992

At secondary level students are usually receptive & are capable of assimilating the concept of environmental conservation & sustainable development so education on secondary level must emphases on this concepts. 

As environment is an interdisciplinary aspect so components of environment and important topics are included at school level in different subjects. For example up to primary level the subject taught as compulsory paper is EVS which includes topic that facilitates environmental conservation, up to secondary level few topics related to environmental conservation & sustainable development are included in social studies and most of the topics in science subjects which plays great role in developing scientific & positive attitude towards components of environment. In present Era Schools as formal agencies are playing vital role. 

Following tasks are done by school for promoting environmental education:
· Schools organizes different activities to promote awareness as plantation on 5th June, making trees as friend, environmental club, visit to slum areas, zoo, museum etc.

· Improvising different audio-visual aids like chart, models, posters, slogans writing on environment, environmental poetry writing and preparation of transparencies. 

· Making projects on the hazardous effects of environmental pollution and measures to project them from their fatal effects. 

· School organizes debate, dramas and skit. In sunbeam school the theme of annual function was based on environmental conservation named "VASUNDHARA" which is concrete example of role of school in environmental conservation.

The concept of Environmental Conservation & Sustainable Development lies in the traditional Era of India as there was Gurukul Shiksha which was totally emphasized on living & learning with nature among natural components. Similarly the Shanti Niketan School by Tagore is also an example that proves the role of school is environmental conservation from the ancient time. 

Now days there are many more concepts and ways which schools can adopt besides what they are doing as 

*
Concept of Green School

At schools across New York Students, teachers & staff are making a difference in their communities with program to recycle, reduce waste, save energy and conserve resources besides the long range benefits of good environmental stewardship , green policies help schools provides healthier surroundings. 

*
Concept of Conservation Ethics 

Conservation ethics is expressed by the four R's i.e. Rethink, Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. 

*
Concept of Excursions

Conservation and sustainable development can be best facilitated by arranging field trips and not simply by lectures or explanation but first hand experience is essential i.e. concrete knowledge. 

*
Concept of Wildlife Club
Schools should promote to have wildlife club in their schools so that students may develop a relation, a feeling with all livings on this earth. In Seychelles the NGO's are working together with this concept to save the rare species of plants and animals. 
India is well known for the diverse varieties of flora & fauna. The climate here is ideally suited for varied forms of species to co-exists. So it’s prime duty of every citizen to take step towards environment conservation and sustainable development. According to John Dewey 
"School is the miniature of the Society"
so more is the duty, responsibility and role of the school because it is the greatest source of formal education.
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